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School levies address facility, technology needs
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I N S I D E

School levy election 

is February 11, 2014

continued on page 4

Fruitland Elementary students work on math in the school’s 
computer lab. A proposed School Facility Improvements and 
Technology Upgrades Levy includes funding to replace or upgrade 
outdated student computers.

continued on page 5

Ballots for the February 11, 2014 
Special Election will be mailed this 
month to registered voters and must be 
mailed or dropped off in postage-free 
ballot drop boxes by election day to be 
counted.

The Puyallup School District has placed 
two school levies on the Special Elec-
tion ballot to fund day-to-day programs 
and operations, aging facility improve-
ments, and technology upgrades.

The Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce 
will mail ballots to registered voters 
on January 24. Earlier this month, the 
offi ce sent ballots to military and U.S. 
citizens overseas.

To be counted, ballots must be post-
marked, or deposited in postage-free 

Replacing outdated student computers, 
including more than 500 machines that 
are nearly a decade old, is among a series 
of technology improvements proposed in 
the February 11, 2014 Special Election.

The repair or replacement of aging and 
deteriorating school roofs, windows, and 
fl ooring, and energy-effi cient improve-
ments to heating, plumbing, and electri-
cal systems at buildings that date as far 
back as the 1960s, are also outlined in the 
proposed six-year levy.

The School Facility Improvements and 
Technology Upgrades Levy will be paired 
on the election ballot with a second mea-
sure — a four-year Educational Programs 
and Operations Replacement Levy — to 
support teaching and learning in neigh-
borhood schools.

The replacement levy is not a new tax. 
Rather, it renews an existing four-year 
school levy approved by voters in 2010 
and pays for nearly one-quarter of the 
district’s day-to-day programs and 
operations.

About one in every four employees hired 
by the district, or a total of about 500 full- 
or part-time staff, is supported with local 
levy dollars.

The Puyallup School District is the ninth 
largest district in the state and one of the 

oldest, having educated students since 
1854. This year’s enrollment is up by 362 
students and is projected to climb by more 
than 2,500 students in the next 10 years.

Technology and facility upgrades  

The School Facility Improvements and 
Technology Upgrades Levy (Proposi-

tion 2) proposes projects designed to keep 
buildings functioning and technology cur-
rent in support of student learning.

Technology upgrades include replacing or 
upgrading aging student computers, 
creating more equity districtwide by 

Emerald Ridge High School math teacher 
Tracie Shepard is one of eight teachers 
from Washington who has been selected 
as a state-level fi nalist for the national 
Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science Teaching.

Shepard, who has been teaching in the 
Puyallup School District since 1989, is 
one of four fi nalists for the national award 
in mathematics. Another four teachers 
throughout the state are fi nalists for the 
science recognition.

“These eight amazing teachers are not 
only innovating in their own classrooms, 
they are also inspiring innovation in 
their colleagues,” said state Superinten-
dent Randy Dorn. “The leadership and 
mentoring of teachers like these make 
Washington a standout in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) edu-
cation. Their efforts will benefi t students 
for many years.”

In a congratulatory letter to Shepard, Dorn 
wrote, “I commend you on your selection 

Emerald Ridge teacher is fi nalist for national math award
from the fi eld of outstanding candidates 
for this prestigious recognition … Thank 
you for your incredible contributions to 
the students and families of Washington.”

A statewide committee comprised of 
content area experts and award-winning 
teachers selected the fi nalists last summer, 
according to information released in Octo-
ber by the Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction.

The Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Mathematics and Science Teaching is 
the highest honor for a K-12 mathematics 
or science teacher. Each year, the award 
selection alternates between elementary 
and secondary teachers.

To be considered, teachers must be 
nominated and complete a comprehensive 
application. The state selection commit-
tee reviews completed applications and 
may forward up to fi ve nominations from 
mathematics and up to fi ve from science 

Emerald Ridge High math teacher Tracie Shepard discusses a pre-
calculus assignment with eleventh grader Nic Pasquier.
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 

par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 

communities, educates and inspires 

students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 

by the Puyallup School District as part 

of a communications link between the 

district and the community. Its intent 

and purpose is to provide the board 

and district staff a venue to inform 

community members about programs, 

goals, and activities of public education 

in the Puyallup School District.  

Please direct questions or comments 

to Brian Fox, executive director 

of communications, information, 

and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 

Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 

841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.

k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 

will be provided directly to those who 

contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 

Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 

Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 

Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 

discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 

creed, religion, color, national origin, 

age, honorably discharged veteran 

or military status, sexual orientation 

including gender expression or 

identity, the presence of any sensory, 

mental, or physical disability, or the 

use of a trained dog guide or service 

animal by a person with a disability 

in its programs and activities, and 

provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 

and other designated youth groups. 

Questions and complaints of alleged 

discrimination may be directed to 

Amie Brandmire, executive director of 

human resources, employee relations, 

and school support (253) 841-8764; 

chief equity and achievement offi cer 

(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 

(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 

coordinator (253) 841-8700.

Next month, voters will be asked to 
consider two school levies designed to 
maintain existing schools and support 
facilities, make improvements to aging 
facilities and technology, and pay for 
nearly one-quarter of the district’s day-
to-day operations.

Both Proposition 1 and 2 outline projects 
that will be familiar to anyone who owns 
or maintains a home.

As structures age, they require mainte-
nance to roofs, plumbing, windows, and 
fl ooring to keep them in safe working 
order.

Schools are no different. 

Proposition 1, a four-year Educational 
Programs and Operations Replacement 
Levy, provides funding for ongoing 
maintenance of our 32 neighborhood 
schools and district support buildings. 
This maintenance supports safe heat-
ing and cooling systems, for example, 
as well as security systems and basic 
utilities. The levy, which replaces one 
approved by voters in 2010, also supports 
24 percent of the district’s day-to-day 
operations. As the ninth largest district in 
Washington state, this equates to nearly 

$500 million and pays for up-to-date 
textbooks and learning materials, teach-
ers, reasonable class sizes, extracurricular 
activities, and academic programs.

Proposition 2, a six-year School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy, focuses on just what the title says 
— improvements and upgrades to items 
such as deteriorating school roofs, win-
dows, and heating and cooling systems. 
The dollars will also go toward improv-
ing security and safety systems, making 
earthquake safety building improvements, 
upgrading school playgrounds to meet 
safety standards, and expanding access to 
full-day kindergarten.

Being proactive with building mainte-
nance and security is necessary to create a 

safe learning environment long-term.

Proposition 2 also proposes about 
$1 million each year be spent on up-
grading technology to support teaching 
and learning throughout our district. 
Each of our more than 20,500 students 
deserves to have access to up-to-date 
technology to support their learning. 
About $1 million a year will go toward 
replacing outdated computers, as well 
as placing interactive white boards and 
mounted projectors in each instructional 
space. The district’s goal is to move 
toward developing a cycle of regular 
replacement of instructional technology 
and upgrades to the network infrastruc-
ture — both vital tools in the education 
of our children.

As always, we are dedicated to continuing 
to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars, as 
evidenced by 11 consecutive clean annual 
state fi nancial audits. 

Thank you for taking the time to learn 
about both of the proposed school levies 
in the February 11, 2014 Special Election. 
There are more articles about the election 
in this issue of Connections, as well as on 
our district website. Thank you, too, for 
taking the time to vote.

School board elects 

new offi cers in

annual reorganization

Every year in December, the Puyallup 
School Board elects offi cers for the com-
ing year.

By unanimous vote, the board re-elected 
Chris Ihrig president and named Pat 
Donovan vice president and Pat Jenkins 
legislative representative.

Kathy Yang joined the board for her 
fi rst meeting as a new director. She was 
elected in November to fi ll the seat va-
cated by Greg Heath. Donovan also won 
another four-year term in the November 
General Election. Read more about Yang 
and Donovan on page 3.

Newly elected Puyallup School Board offi cers (from left) Vice 
President Pat Donovan, President Chris Ihrig, and Legislative 
Representative Pat Jenkins.

In September 2005, my wife and I were 
young parents doing our best to raise a 
2 1/2-year-old son and a one-year-old 
daughter. We were living in St. Louis, far 
from the daily guidance of our friends and 
family, and trying to fi gure out parenting 
on our own.
  
One morning we received a phone call 
from our local school district. Barb, a nice 
woman from the early childhood develop-
ment center, was on the other line. She ex-
plained that she was a retired teacher and 
requested a visit to our home to assess our 
son’s cognitive and motor development. 
My response was something to the effect 
of, “What? Seriously? He’s two!” My 

wife, on the other hand, was very excited 
and eager to learn where our son fell on 
the developmental spectrum.   

It’s amazing how vulnerable you feel 
when your child is being tested. We 
watched intently as Barb held out various 
colored shapes and asked our son about 
their characteristics. She then poured 
some items onto the fl oor and asked our 
son to name and describe each one. Each 
time that our son missed a question about 
a color or a shape, our confi dence waned.  

In the end, we were relieved to fi nd that 
our son’s development was right on track. 
Over the course of the next few years, 
Barb would periodically check on our 
son, and eventually our daughter, to gauge 
their progress. Ultimately, the early learn-
ing curriculum she shared proved to be an 
incredible resource, providing us with a 
targeted timeline, as well as the necessary 
tools and assessment methods to prepare 
our children for kindergarten.  

In September of this year, we dropped off 
our third child at Meeker Elementary in 

Puyallup for his fi rst day of kindergar-
ten. Thanks to the tools we learned eight 
years ago, he was ready to start school. 
We are very fortunate to have so many 
wonderful teachers in our district. The 
reality remains, however, that even the 
best teachers cannot properly prepare a 
kindergartner for the increasingly rigorous 
demands of fi rst grade and beyond if they 
arrive to school lacking the basic, funda-
mental skills needed to have a successful 
learning experience. 

The Puyallup School District strives to pro-
vide early learners and their families with 
valuable resources to promote a positive 
transition into kindergarten. Many of these 
resources, including a list of language, 
math, and social kindergarten readiness 
skills, are posted on the district website 
(On the Home page, point to the Programs 
tab and click Kindergarten Readiness). 
Kindergarten information meetings are 
also scheduled next month for families of 
students who will begin kindergarten in fall 
2014. I encourage you to review all of the 
resources available to afford children the 
greatest chance for success.
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Kindergarten registration begins March 18
Kindergarten registration begins the 
evening of March 18 for students who will 
enter the district for the fi rst time in fall 
2014.

Evening registration will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 18. 

Daytime registration begins on Wednes-
day, March 19 and continues through the 
remainder of the school year. Check with 
local schools for daytime registration 
hours, as times may vary.

Parents of all students entering kindergar-
ten should register at their neighborhood 
school or at the school near their daycare 
center. Early registration is necessary to 
plan for appropriate staffi ng levels.

Kindergarten registration packets are 
available at elementary schools the week 
prior to registration but will not be ac-
cepted until registration begins.

The following are required at the time of 
registration:

• Proof of the child’s birthday, such 
as a birth certifi cate. Children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 
31, 2014 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten. The district does not test 
for early entrance.

• Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.).

• Proof that the child has had the state-
required immunizations, including the 
dates given.

The district offers half-day kindergarten 
this year at 18 of its 21 elementary schools 
and full-day kindergarten at Stewart, Spin-
ning, and Firgrove elementary schools.

Information about full-day kindergarten 
offerings in fall 2014 will be posted on the 
district website by April 1.

School immunizations

Immunizations required by state law are 
listed on the school district website.

Required immunizations can be obtained 
from a family physician or by contacting 

the Mary Bridge Mobile Immunization 
Clinic at (253) 403-1767. Free child im-
munizations for infants through age 18 
are also available between 12:30 and 5 
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays at the 
MultiCare Immunization Clinic at South 
Hill Mall in Puyallup.

Shot records are required at the MultiCare 
Immunization Clinic, and children must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

Other free Pierce County immunization 
sites are listed on the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department website at 
www.tpchd.org/resources/immunizations.

Mt. View Elementary kindergartners recite the alphabet with help 
from teacher Carla Butcher.

Families of children who will start kin-
dergarten in September 2014 are invited 
to hear an overview of kindergarten, 
including readiness and registration 
information, at meetings scheduled in 
February.

The same information will be presented 
at each of the four scheduled parent 
meetings. Parents are encouraged to 
attend the meeting on the date listed 
below that corresponds with the school 
where their child will attend kinder-
garten. The meetings will be held from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Brouillet, Carson, Firgrove, and
Zeiger elementary school families
Tuesday, February 4
Zeiger Elementary School
13008 94th Ave. E., Puyallup

Meeker, Mt. View, Northwood, Shaw 
Road, Spinning, and Stewart
elementary school families
Thursday, February 6
Shaw Road Elementary School
1106 Shaw Road, Puyallup

Fruitland, Karshner, Maplewood, 
Waller Road, Wildwood, and
Woodland elementary school families
Tuesday, February 11
Woodland Elementary School
7707 112th St. E., Puyallup

Edgerton, Hunt, Pope, Ridgecrest, 
and Sunrise elementary 
school families
Thursday, February 13
Hunt Elementary School
12801 144th St. E., Puyallup

Spanish-speaking elementary 
school families
Thursday, February 20
Spinning Elementary School
1306 E. Pioneer Ave., Puyallup

Kindergarten

information meetings

set in February

Educators earn 

National Board 

Certifi cation

School transfer 

application due dates

January 10 is the deadline to submit 
in-district junior high and high school 
transfer applications for optimal place-
ment in the 2014-15 school year.

March 5 is the deadline for elementary-
level transfer applications within the 
Puyallup School District.

In-district students already attending 
a school on a transfer do not need to 
resubmit an application unless they plan 
to change schools.

Applications are available in schools 
throughout the district. For more infor-
mation, visit the district website.

Six Puyallup educators have earned 
National Board Certifi cation — one of 
the highest recognitions in the educa-
tion profession — this past year.

The Puyallup School Board will rec-
ognize the educators at its February 18 
meeting. The board meeting begins at 
6 p.m. at Ballou Junior High School, 
9916 136th St. E., Puyallup.

The honored educators’ names and 
schools are listed on the district web-
site.

Newly elected board members outline goals
Puyallup School Board Director Pat 
Donovan and newcomer Kathy Yang have 
each won four-year terms on the school 
board, according to certifi ed November 
General Election results.

Superintendent Tim Yeomans adminis-
tered the oath of offi ce to both Donovan 
and Yang at the December 2 Puyallup 
School Board meeting.

Pat Donovan

Pat Donovan won a second four-year term 
after receiving nearly 74 percent of the 
vote in a race against Noreen Wolfe.

Donovan was appointed to the school 
board in early 2009 to fi ll a vacancy left 
by former Director Bruce Dammeier. 
Later that year, he was elected to his fi rst 
four-year term.

Since then, Donovan has served most of 
the four years as the board’s legislative 
representative. He represents the district 

on legislative issues 
both locally and state-
wide and makes sev-
eral trips to the state 
Capitol in Olympia 
during special legisla-
tive sessions.

“It’s important to keep 
those areas of dialogue 
open and be available 

as a resource for our legislators,” he said, 
especially when it comes to providing 
state resources to public education.

“Recent education reform has been plac-
ing higher demands on our system in the 
face of shrinking budgets,” he said.

The 52-year-old father of two said he 
looks forward to continuing to provide 
leadership and educate the community 
about needs such as increasing academic 
rigor, providing adequate facilities to ac-

commodate projected enrollment growth, 
maintaining safe schools, serving English 
Language Learners and homeless stu-
dents, expanding full-day kindergarten 
districtwide, and offering more educa-
tional program choices.

“We need to get ahead of the growth 
projected over the next eight to 10 years 
and be able to meet students’ needs by 
offering them more academic choices that 
are relevant to their learning,” he said.

Donovan is especially interested in con-
sidering an International Baccalaureate 
(IB) program; Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math (STEM) offerings; and 
enhanced Career and Technical Education 
classes — especially those that have a 
strong emphasis on international relations.

“We have huge global partners in Boeing 
and Microsoft,” he said, adding the dis-
trict needs to continue to foster commu-
nity and business partnerships and stay 

current in its technology.

“We have to prepare our kids to compete 
in the world and be a productive part of 
society,” he said.

Donovan has been an active school vol-
unteer and PTA member. He is a two-time 
recipient of the Golden Acorn award, 
which is given annually to deserving 
school volunteers throughout the school 
district.

He also served on a citizens committee 
that worked toward the successful passage 
of the 2004 school bond, which funded 
the construction of three new schools, 
two replacement schools, several school 
remodels, and districtwide technology 
improvements.

After that election, Donovan served on a 
Bond Oversight Committee to review the 

continued on page 7

Superintendent Tim Yeomans administers the oath of offi ce to 
Puyallup School Board members Pat Donovan and Kathy Yang, 
who won their respective seats in the November General Election.

Pat Donovan
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School levies address 

facilities, technology

School levy election is 

February 11, 2014

Ballots for the February 11, 2014 Special Election may be dropped 
postage-free in Vote-By-Mail Ballot Drop Boxes as shown above.

drop boxes located throughout the com-
munity, by February 11. All Washington 
state elections are vote-by-mail.

Drop boxes are open 24 hours daily. 
Ballots will continue to be accepted until 
8 p.m. on election day. The drop boxes 
within the school district are located at:

• Puyallup Library

 324 South Meridian, Puyallup

• South Hill Library

 15420 Meridian Ave. E., Puyallup

• Edgewood City Hall

 2224 104th Ave. E., Edgewood

The deadline to register by mail or online 
to vote in next month’s Special Election 
is Monday, January 13. All registrations 
must be postmarked by this date.

Pierce County residents not yet registered 
to vote in Washington who miss the mail-
in and online deadline can register in per-
son from January 14 through February 3.

In-person voter registration is done at the 
Pierce County Elections Division, 2501 
South 35th St., Suite C, Tacoma. The 

continued from page 1

Elections Division is open weekdays from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be:

• At least 18 years old by election day.

• A United States citizen and legal 
Pierce County resident.

• Not under the authority of the 

Department of Corrections.

• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 
court order.

To learn more about the proposed school 
levies, visit the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top of 
the Home page, click information
links in the 2014 School Levy Election 
box.

continued from page 1

installing interactive white boards and 
mounted projectors where none exist, in-
creasing wireless capacity, and modern-
izing the district’s computer network.

“This world is moving forward, and 
we can’t be left behind with outdated 
technology,” said newly elected Puyal-
lup School Board member Kathy Yang. 
“We must have access and equity for all 
students.” 

More than 500 student computers, for 
example, are eight or nine years old, 
said Randy Averill, executive director 
of technology services. The computers 
were purchased with funds in the voter-
approved 2004 school bond. Since then, 
proposed bond measures have failed to 
reach the required 60 percent superma-
jority necessary to pass.

As a general rule, a computer is up to 
state standards if it is no more than four 
years old, Averill said. “After that, it is 
really falling behind in the technology 
realm,” he said.

Less than half (37 percent) of the nearly 
1,200 classrooms in the Puyallup School 
District are equipped with interactive 
white boards and projectors, he said. The 
technology is regularly used to support 
teaching and learning.

The six-year levy would pay for an 
interactive white board and mounted 
projector in every classroom districtwide 
that does not currently have the technol-
ogy, he said.

Improving wireless capacity is also a 
critical need, he said. The faster wire-
less technology will speed up the time it 
takes for students and teachers, especial-
ly at the junior high and high schools, to 
log on to computers and access learning 
materials.

“When you have 50 to 60 classroom 
computers trying to log on in the same 
general area, it becomes a big problem 
because we have only a single wireless 
access point designed to accommodate 
35 to 40 computers at best,” he said.

Averill continued, “Teachers rely on Web-
based tools to instruct, and that increases 
demand on the network. Connecting to 
the network can be very slow and prob-
lematic, costing the teacher and students 
valuable instruction time.”

The proposed six-year levy will also 
expand access to full-day kindergarten 
districtwide. This year, the district offers 
a free full-day kindergarten program at 
Firgrove, Spinning, and Stewart elemen-
tary schools.

Educators expound on the benefi ts of a 
full-day kindergarten program.

“It gives twice as much time for students 
to engage in learning and develop social 
skills,” said Lisa Nolan, director of in-
structional leadership. 

School Board Vice President Pat Dono-
van, who was re-elected in November to 
another four-year term, added, “Research 
and best practices show that children need 
all-day kindergarten to prepare for the rest 
of their education.”

The levy money would also pay for 
health, safety, and security upgrades. Spe-
cifi cally, funds would pay to upgrade fi re, 
alarm, sprinkler, and emergency systems; 
make earthquake safety building improve-

ments; and upgrade 
school playgrounds to 
meet safety standards.

Motion detectors would 
be improved in entry 
doors at some schools, 
for example, to prevent 
break-ins. Additional 
cameras and motion 

detectors would also be funded to monitor 
high-traffi c areas on campuses, said Gary 
Frentress, director of capital projects.

Earthquake safety building improvements 
are also on the proposed levy project list, 
as well as painting and sealing the exterior 
of several schools; making paving and 
fi eld irrigation improvements; and hook-
ing up to public sewer systems at Brouillet 
and Ridgecrest elementary schools, and 
Stahl and Edgemont junior high schools.

The School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy would 
provide $46 million over the six-year col-
lection period.

Educational programs 
and operations  

The four-year Educational Programs and 
Operations Replacement Levy (Proposi-
tion 1) would replace the current school 
programs and operations levy that expires 
in 2014.

This is not a new tax. Rather, it would re-
new an existing four-year levy approved by 
voters in 2010 and which expires in 2014.

The replacement levy pays for 24 percent 
of the school district’s day-to-day pro-
grams and operations, including maintain-
ing:

• Educational programs and reasonable 
class sizes.

• Teachers and support staff such as 
nurses and instructional assistants. 

• Textbooks and other classroom 
materials.

• Music, visual arts, drama, athletic, and 
other extracurricular programs.

• School safety and security.

• Maintenance at all schools.

• Transportation of students.

The state Legislature’s funding formula 
for basic education falls short of pro-
viding all that is required to educate 
students. To make up the difference, this 
district, like many others statewide, sub-
mits levies to voters to support essential 
educational programs and acceptable 
levels of staffi ng.

The Educational Programs and Opera-
tions Replacement Levy would provide 
$49.5 million in 2015. Factoring in 3 
percent infl ation over the remaining three 
years, the levy would provide about $51 
million in 2016, $52.5 million in 2017, 
and $54 million in 2018.

Cost

If both the Educational Programs and 
Operations Replacement Levy (Proposi-
tion 1) and the School Facility Improve-
ments and Technology Upgrades Levy 
(Proposition 2) are approved by vot-
ers, the total increase in tax rate would 
be an average of 43 cents per $1,000 
of assessed valuation. The owner of a 
home valued at $227,000 would pay an 
estimated $8.13 more per month between 
2015 and 2018.

Ballou Junior High student Joe Ancheta and teacher Rachel 
Martin-Reseck watch as water drips through his homemade 
fi lter into a cup below. The proposed Educational Programs and 
Operations Replacement Levy supports 24 percent of day-to-
day programs and operations, including classroom teachers and 
academic programs.

Qs and As about 

school levy election
The following are some frequently 
asked questions about the proposed 
school levies that will appear on the 
February 11, 2014 Special Election 
ballot. 

Q: What are the election requirements?
A: Under state law, school levies re-
quire a simple majority (50 percent plus 
one) of “yes” votes to pass.

Q: Are some residents eligible for tax 
exemptions?
A: Yes. Residents who are 61 years of 
age or older by December 31, 2013 and 
whose household income is $35,000 or 
less may qualify for a tax exemption 
from all or part of the proposed school 
levies. Regardless of age, residents who 
have a disability that prevents them 
from being employed may also qualify 
for this exemption.

Q: What happens if the replacement 
levy fails?
A: The district would have to reduce its 
operating budget by 24 percent.

Q: Where can I learn more?
A: Visit the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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Emerald Ridge High 

teacher is fi nalist for 

national math award
continued from page 1

American Red Cross honors student and dad as heroes
The 911 dispatcher knows they are heroes.

So do the fi refi ghters who raced to their 
home and the hospital staff who witnessed a 
young boy show courage beyond his years.

Now, nearly a year later, the American 
Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter has 
made it offi cial. The organization recog-
nized 10-year-old Bryce Smithlin and his 
father, Tony, as heroes during the organi-
zation’s annual Pierce County Heroes 
Breakfast.

The Stewart Elementary fourth grader and 
his father, a volunteer at the school, re-
ceived one of eight hero awards presented 
before a crowd of more than 600 people 
gathered in October at the Hotel Murano 
in Tacoma.
 
The Red Cross selected Bryce and Tony 
from a pool of 18 nominations to receive 
the “Family Rescue Award” and presented 
them with an etched glass trophy that sits 
prominently above the family fi replace.

Kyra Smithlin is thankful she was alive 
to join them on stage as they received 
their award. Her life was saved a year ago 
thanks to the quick thinking and action 
taken by her husband and son, as well as 
fi refi ghters and hospital medical personnel.

“The event was so inspiring,” said Kyra, 
who has since had a pacemaker and 
defi brillator installed because of a rare 
medical condition she unknowingly had 
since birth.

“It didn’t seem real as I sat there listening 
to these stories of such amazing people 
and knowing we were grouped in with 
them,” she said. “It was cool to see my 
little guy as the only kid up there and to 
know that kids can do amazing things.”

Before being called to the stage, and with 
a photo of Bryce and Tony projected onto 
oversized screens around the room, a 
hushed audience listened to their family 
rescue story.

December 15, 2012 

With his mother lying motionless on the 
fl oor, Bryce held the phone to his father’s 
ear so that Tony could hear the 911 opera-
tor talk him through performing cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation on Kyra.

The boy can be heard faintly in the back-
ground reassuring his mother, “It’s going 
to be O.K.”
 
Bryce gives the same reassurance to his 
father as paramedics and fi refi ghters take 

over the life-saving efforts 
in the bedroom, and again 
in the emergency room 
and intensive care unit at 
MultiCare Good Samaritan 
Hospital. 

“He remained level-headed 
and really kept his dad’s 
courage going,” said 
Administrative Supervisor 
Shannon Pulley. “It was 
something to see a boy that 
age have such strength. In 
the middle of the whole 
scenario, he told me in the 
emergency room, ‘Can you 
tell my mom I love her?’”

When Kyra’s heart stopped 
again later that day and the 
family was told to say their 

goodbyes, Bryce climbed up on her bed, 
told her he loved her, and said he told her 
it was “OK to give up if you just can’t 
make it, but if you can work hard, please 
do it.” He also remembers telling her he 
was sorry if he was ever bad, “and that I 
know you love me.”

As a room full of doctors, nurses, and 
family members looked on, Kyra’s heart 
rate and blood pressure started to rise. 

Bryce continued to talk to his mother for 
nearly three hours before he fell asleep 
on the bed. While Kyra was unconscious 
through it all, her vital signs stabilized.

Family Rescue Award

The October award ceremony marked the 
20th anniversary of the Pierce County He-
roes Breakfast. The American Red Cross 
Mount Rainier chapter serves Pierce, 
Thurston, Mason, Lewis, and Grays Har-
bor counties.

“Each year we seek to fi nd individuals 
in the community who exemplifi ed the 

Red Cross mission or made a signifi cant 
positive difference in their communi-
ties in the areas of emergency response, 
preparedness, and prevention,” said Kayla 
Lehrman, development specialist with the 
American Red Cross.
 
Lehrman said she learned about the 
Smithlin’s story of bravery after read-
ing an article published in the April 2013 
issue of the Puyallup School District Con-
nections, which was reprinted online in 
the Puyallup Patch.

“Tony and Bryce both acted with excep-
tional courage and grace when someone 
dear and near to their heart was in an 
emergency situation,” she said.

Lehrman said the committee that selects 
the heroes each year was especially in awe 
of how calm Bryce remained throughout 
the entire situation.

“Tony and Bryce are both exceptional 
heroes in their community and truly 

Stewart Elementary fourth grader Bryce Smithlin thanks fi refi ghters 
for their help in saving his mother, Kyra (standing behind him) 
while his father, Tony, looks on during the American Red Cross 
Heroes Breakfast. Both Bryce and Tony were honored as heroes.

continued on page 6

to the national program for consideration.

National award recipients are typically 
announced in the spring. State-level 
fi nalists are recognized by regional and 
state math and science associations and 
invited to several annual state events for 
award-winning educators.

Shepard teaches calculus, pre-calculus, 
and Collection of Evidence (COE) algebra 

Brian Lowney, who left the high school 
this year to become the district’s chief 
academic offi cer of Regional Learning 
Community #3. 

“Tracie is a uniquely gifted and talented 
math teacher,” Kusche wrote. “She is a 
master at designing a powerful, engaging 
learning experience.”

Kusche contin-
ued, “As a student 
advocate, her actions 
demonstrate her 
strong belief that 
every child can learn 
and be successful … 
She not only cares 
about every student 
mastering math skills, 
she regularly can be 
found helping a stu-
dent with a research 

paper, scholarship application, or student 
portfolio. Thus, her students fondly call 
her, ‘Mama Shep.’”

Lowney referred to Shepard as “math 
teacher extraordinaire.”

“First and foremost, it is obvious that Tra-
cie loves kids … all kids,” Lowney wrote. 
“She is able to get the most out of her 
students because this caring disposition is 
obvious to each of them. Tracie’s combina-
tion of true compassion, high standards for 
each student, and unbelievable teaching 
skill really sets her apart as an educator.”

classes. She is also the school’s math de-
partment chairwoman and earned National 
Board Certifi cation — one of the highest 
recognitions in the teaching profession — 
in 2010.

Her nominations include write-ups by 
Emerald Ridge High School Dean of Stu-
dents Lisa Kusche and former Principal 

“Tracie’s combination of true 
compassion, high standards for 
each student, and unbelievable 
teaching skill really sets her 
apart as an educator.”

Like most kids his age, Ethan Johnston 
likes to play soccer, watch football on 
TV, hang out with friends, and play 
video games.

And ballroom dance.

Ethan is one of 65 fi fth graders who 
learned how to tango, waltz, swing, and 
do a series of other fancy footwork as 
part of a new “Dancing Classrooms” 
program this fall at Wildwood Elemen-
tary School.

The program culminated during a school-
wide assembly in late November where 
students circled the gym, arm-in-arm 
with their partners, to show off what they 
had learned. They performed again in the 
evening for their parents and other family 
members.

Several of the students, including 10-year-
old Johnston, advanced to a regional 
Dancing Classrooms competition on 
December 6 at Todd Beamer High School 
in Federal Way.
 
Johnston and his partner, Hailee Camp-
bell, danced the merengue.

“I love the merengue,” said Johnston, who 
had never tried ballroom dancing until 

Fifth graders learn social 

skills through ballroom dance

Wildwood Elementary fi fth 
graders Andrew Nelson and 
Abby Hopkins dance the tango.

this year. “I like the style of music, the 
rhythm, and the way my feet move.”

The ballroom dance classes are held during 

continued on page 8

Brian Lowney
Chief Academic Offi cer

Tracie 
Shepard
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Advance Program graduate Cassie Callaway folds towels at the 
Fairfi eld Inn & Suites in Puyallup. 

Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

epitomize what it means to work together 
to implement a family rescue.”
 
Q13 Fox News Anchor David Rose, who 
partnered with colleague Marni Hughes 
as masters of ceremonies at the Heroes 
Breakfast, told the audience he had waited 
all morning to hear the Smithlin’s story.

Hughes added that emergency prepared-
ness is key. “It is critical you are prepared 
every single moment of the day,” she said.

Tony addressed the crowd fi rst at the mi-
crophone, thanking the 911 operator, the 
fi refi ghters and medical staff, and his son. 
“Bryce was the rock that kept me going,” 
he said.

Bryce also said a few words, thanking the 
Central Pierce Fire & Rescue fi refi ghters, 
including Brent Grabinski, a fi refi ghter 
and emergency medical technician.

Grabinski befriended the boy in the hospi-

Advance Program graduate excels as laundry attendant
Her co-workers praise her as a hard 
worker who comes to work early, fi lls in 
wherever needed, and teaches them basic 
sign language to improve communication.

She is also the one who is always smiling, 
they say, even on the busiest of days at the 
Fairfi eld Inn & Suites in Puyallup.

Cassie Callaway, who has been deaf since 
birth, has spent the last year and a half 
as a laundry attendant at the 120-room 
facility, which opened two years ago near 
downtown Puyallup. 

During a recent work shift, Callaway 
moved quickly about the laundry room as 
she fi lled washing machines and driers, 
folded towels, removed laundry from a 
chute, sorted linens into oversized blue 
bins, and fed clean pillowcases into an 
industrial strength pressing machine.

The 2009 Rogers High School gradu-
ate also frequently moves racks of clean 
linens and towels to centralized house-
keeping storage areas on different fl oors to 
help prepare for the next set of guests.

Callaway joined the Fairfi eld Inn & Suites 
staff one month before she graduated from 
the Puyallup School District’s Advance Pro-

gram. The program enrolls 19- to 21-year-
old students with special needs and provides 
post-high school instruction geared toward 
job training and employment. 

Students learn, for example, how to create 
resumes and portfolios, do mock job inter-
views, and zero in on career interests.

Callaway said the program, as well as her 
previous education in the Puyallup School 
District, helped her to prepare not only 
how to get a job, but how to be successful 
in the workplace.

“The Advance Program helped me to 
become independent and learn responsi-

bility,” she said.

Callaway lives in Puyallup and drives 
herself to and from work, having recently 
passed her driver’s license test. She works 
about 15 hours each week.

“She has a great attitude, is willing to do 
whatever she is asked, and participates 
in everything our staff does,” said Chuck 
Valley, general manager of the Fairfi eld 
Inn & Suites. “The staff just loves her.”

So much so, in fact, that six of Callaway’s 
co-workers attended her graduation cer-
emony to celebrate her completion of the 
Advance Program in June 2012.

“We are just so proud of her,” said House-
keeping Manager Amanda Kampe, one of 
those who attended the graduation. “We 
were all screaming and waving at her, and 
she was all smiles.”

Callaway said she was touched that her 
co-workers would show up at her gradu-
ation. “It made me feel happy that they 
were there to support me,” she said.

Housekeeping employees use a variety of 
tools to communicate with Callaway at 

continued on page 8

tal by giving him some stickers, praising 
him for how he handled the 911 call, and 
later giving him and his family members a 
tour of the fi re station.

Central Pierce Fire & Rescue also pre-
sented the boy and his father with a Life 
Saving Award last February for their “out-
standing support by assisting with CPR 
and saving a life on December 15, 2012.”

Grabinski and Ed Hrivnak, an assistant 
chief of prevention and public education 
with Central Pierce Fire & Rescue, sat 
with the Smithlin family at the heroes 
breakfast and joined them in giving a 
standing ovation when Bryce and Tony 
were honored.

Tony’s parents, John and Jeanette Smith-
lin, and Kyra’s mother, Geri Crawford, 
also watched after the award breakfast as 
Hughes, of Q13 Fox News, interviewed 
Tony and Bryce for a news report aired on 
television that night.

Since that event, Kyra has met with the 
American Heart Association to discuss 
ways to share her story and messages, 

including the impor-
tance of being trained 
in CPR and having the 
heart checked, even 
when young.
 
While her heart 
stopped again last 
May, it restarted 
thanks to the defi -
brillator, she said. 
Kyra has since had 
another surgery on a 
heart node that was 
misfi ring, and she has 
changed medications.

“I’m doing really 
well,” she said.

Bethany Sexton, vice 
president of MultiCare 
Health System revenue cycle, summarized 
the heroic efforts of all those honored at 
the Heroes Breakfast.

“Disasters happen here locally on a daily 
basis,” she said. “The capacity to be a 
hero lives within each of us.”

The story above about the American Red 
Cross Heroes Breakfast is a follow-up to 
an article published about Bryce, Tony, 
and Kyra Smithlin in the April 2013 
Connections. To see a copy of that article 
and photos, visit the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Red Cross heroes
continued from page 5

College representatives from University 
of Washington Seattle, Central Washing-
ton University, Whitworth University, 
and Pacifi c Lutheran University visited 
Emerald Ridge High, for example, to 
share information about their campuses.

The school also partnered with the Puyal-
lup/Sumner Chamber of Commerce to 
host a career information day for students 
in the Advancement Via Individual De-
termination (AVID) program.

Additional information and photos fea-
turing the three high schools’ college and 
career events are on the district website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.  

Surrounded by crimson and gray banners, 
Washington State University representa-
tives offered college admission to more 
than 75 high school seniors in November 
during luncheon celebrations at Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high schools.

The offer to attend WSU is part of the uni-
versity’s new onsite admission program 
launched this fall at high schools through-
out Washington state.

The onsite admission is also part of a larg-
er effort by the Puyallup School District to 
keep students focused on post-high school 
education plans and equip them with the 
tools they need to be successful.

Rogers High senior Alec Bell is one of more than 75 students 
districtwide who participated in a Washington State University 
onsite admission luncheon in November at the three high schools.

High schools prepare students for 

college and career opportunities

Brent Grabinski, a Central Pierce Fire & Rescue 
fi refi ghter and emergency medical technician, 
congratulates Bryce Smithlin on receiving the 
American Red Cross Family Rescue Award. 
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Community forums in March address 9-12 athletic program

2004 bond projects, site selection, and 
building designs to assure that taxpayer 
dollars were used in the most cost-effec-
tive manner.

Donovan has a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University and an associate’s degree in 
emergency medical services from Tacoma 
Community College.

He was promoted last spring to deputy 
fi re chief with Central Pierce Fire and 
Rescue after having served as an assistant 
chief and a battalion chief.

He and his wife, Tricia, have lived on 
South Hill since 
1993. Tricia 
works as an 
elementary edu-
cation coordina-
tor at Bethany 
Baptist Church in 
Puyallup. 

Their oldest son, Ryan, graduated from 
Emerald Ridge High School in 2010, 
attended Pacifi c Lutheran University, 
and is studying Norwegian to prepare to 
work internationally in areas of peace and 
confl ict resolution. Their youngest son, 
Connor, is a senior this year at Rogers 
High School.

Kathy Yang

Newcomer Kathy Yang edged out chal-
lenger Karen Edwards to win the election 
with 50.91 percent of the vote.

Yang fi lls the seat formerly held by Greg 
Heath, who decided 
not to seek another 
term.

The newest director 
hasn’t wasted any time 
in getting acquainted 
with her board respon-
sibilities.

In November, Yang 
attended a new board 

member orientation presented by the 
Washington State School Directors As-
sociation. She has also met with former 

school board 
members to dis-
cuss the role and 
regularly attends 
school board 
meetings and 
district events.

One of her fi rst orders of business, she 
said, will be to visit schools throughout the 
district and meet with Puyallup Education 
Association President Karen McNamara.

“I want to get a dialogue going right away 
and understand teachers’ needs,” she said.
Effective communication with the com-
munity and employees is key, she said, to 

keeping people informed about the district.

“There may be points where we disagree, 
but if we talk and keep the dialogue going, 
we have more chances to fi nd common 
ground and understand one another,” she 
said.

Yang is passionate about a series of educa-
tion issues, including addressing future 
enrollment growth, providing students 
with up-to-date technology, offering 
families a choice of more educational pro-
grams such as International Baccalaureate 
and STEM, and developing partnerships 
with area businesses.

“I love the traditions in Puyallup and the 
fact that so many teachers grew up here 
and came back to teach here,” she said. 
“I want to be able to move this district 
forward without losing all of those strong 
foundations that make Puyallup what it is 
today. There is a fi ne balance of keeping 
great traditions and not becoming stagnant 
so that our kids can be prepared to go out 
into the world and become more global.”

The 43-year-old mother of two is also 
eager to educate the community about the 
upcoming February 11, 2014 school levy 
election. The Puyallup School District is 
proposing two school levies in that elec-
tion — an Educational Programs and Op-
erations Replacement Levy and a School 
Facility Improvements and Technology 
Upgrades Levy.

Yang has been an active school volunteer 

over the past decade, including serving as 
the Shaw Road Elementary PTA Member-
ship co-chair and a Kalles Junior High 
Booster Club member.

She has also held several volunteer roles 
in the community, including serving nine 
years on the Good Samaritan Founda-
tion Board of Directors and helping as a 
Sunday school and youth group teacher at 
church.

Her goal, she said, is to help students 
reach their full potential in school.

“I would like students to understand that 
education is their best means to achieve 
their dreams,” she said. “I want to raise 
expectations and see our culture change, 
where education is viewed as a great op-
portunity by our kids and not something to 
be taken for granted.”

Yang has a law degree and master’s 
degree in taxation from the University of 
Washington, and a bachelor’s degree in 
English from Northwestern University in 
Illinois.

Born in Korea, Yang and her husband, 
Anthony Kim, have lived in Puyallup 
since 1999. She works part-time as an 
assistant operations manager at Dreamline 
Construction in Sumner, and her husband 
is a general surgeon in Puyallup.

Their daughter, Jordan, is a sophomore at 
Puyallup High and their son, Jonas, is a 
seventh grader at Kalles Junior High.

Board members
continued from page 3

The community is invited this March to 
hear about plans under way to create a 
smooth transition this August when ninth 
graders have an opportunity for the fi rst 
time to compete in all high school sports.

Public forums will be held from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on March 3 at Rogers High 
School, March 4 at Puyallup High School, 
and March 5 at Emerald Ridge High 
School. The district sponsored three similar 
community forums on the topic in October. 

The meetings are being held to educate 
the community about a Puyallup School 
Board decision last spring to include 
ninth-grade athletics as part of the high 
school interscholastic sports program 
beginning in fall 2014.

Since then a task force made up of several 
district offi cials, as well as all junior high 
and high school athletic coordinators, has 
been meeting to determine how to best 
implement the new 9-12 athletic program.

The task force will present its proposed 
implementation plan to the school board 
on April 7. The plan will address topics 
such as transportation, uniforms, waiver 

policies, facility use, and junior high 
building impacts including culture, dis-
missals, academics, and activities.

Plans are for eighth-grade athletic pro-

grams to become 
the new junior high 
varsity teams, while 
seventh-grade athletics 
will become the new 
junior varsity pro-
gram, said Rick Wells, 
the school district’s 
director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness.

Wells heads up the 
task force along with 
Chief Equity and 
Achievement Offi cer 
Gerald Denman.

“We have been taking 
a close look at the 
junior high culture 
and climate,” Wells 
said. “If ninth graders 
are no longer partici-
pating in sports at the 
junior high, what is 

their connection to the school? Athletic 
directors have been busy looking at ways 
to keep those kids connected.”

Those who attend the forums this spring 

will have an opportunity to comment and 
will receive a list of frequently asked 
questions about the new 9-12 athletic 
confi guration. The list of questions and 
answers is also posted on the district web-
site along with task force meeting agendas 
and minutes.

For years the Puyallup School District has 
allowed ninth-grade participation on high 
school athletic teams in some, but not all, 
sports. 

Students have had an opportunity to par-
ticipate at the high school level in base-
ball, softball, tennis, bowling, gymnastics, 
girls wrestling, water polo, swimming/
diving, boys cross country, boys soccer, 
and golf.

The change will allow ninth graders to 
also compete at the high school level in 
football, volleyball, basketball, girls cross 
country, girls soccer, track, and boys wres-
tling, Wells said.

Puyallup is the only school district along 
the Interstate 5 corridor from Oregon to 
Canada that does not have a 9-12 athletic 
confi guration this school year, he said.

Student athletes claim six fall 

league titles and third-place trophy

From the golf links to the tennis court, and 
from the cross-country trails to the vol-
leyball court, student athletes culminated 
the fall sports season with six league titles, 
a third-place state trophy, and nearly a 
dozen academic team awards.

“I am delighted at the athleticism this fall 
season, especially among our younger 
athletes who will be back again to play in 
our district next year,” said Rick Wells, 
director of athletics, health, and fi tness. 
“Given their age and their talent, there is a 
bright future ahead for those students and 
their sports teams.”

Wells provided an overview of the fall 

sports season during last month’s Puyal-
lup School Board meeting and introduced 
four coaches who won South Puget Sound 
League (SPSL) South Division Coach of 
the Year honors.

For the second consecutive year, the Em-
erald Ridge High volleyball team snatched 
the SPSL championship after an 8-0 
undefeated season. The team went on to 
capture third place at the state tournament.

Co-coach Bobby McGivern credits this 
year’s success to a hard-working team 
and coaching staff. He said the players 

Emerald Ridge High sophomore Makenna Smith digs the ball 
during one of the team’s undefeated season matches. 

photo courtesy of Ariel Deahl
continued on page 8

Puyallup High football player Trevor Whitney 
carries the ball during a game against Rogers 
High. Beginning in fall 2014, ninth graders can 
compete in high school football.

photo courtesy of Bailey Plumb

Kathy Yang

“I would like students to understand 

that education is their best means to 

achieve their dreams.”

 Director Kathy Yang
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work, including sending text messages 
by phone, writing notes on paper, and 
practicing various words or phrases that 
they have learned to sign. 

Kampe said she most often signs “king” 
and “queen” (to communicate about 
king- or queen-sized bed sheets), as well 
as motions for common phrases such as 
“thank you.”

Callaway’s mother, Sally, said she is 
proud of how her daughter has grown 
and matured.

“She has become very independent,” her 
mother said. “She is dedicated to her job 
at Fairfi eld Inn, takes the responsibil-
ity to get herself to work on time, and 
is very willing to work whenever they 
need her.”

Former teachers also 
praised her work 
ethic.

“Cassie always had 
lots of determina-
tion, which I greatly 
admire,” said Zeiger 
Elementary teacher 
Mindy Noland, who 
worked with Cal-
laway in the Rogers 

High School deaf and hard-of-hearing 
program. “She has worked very hard 
to become the independent, productive 
adult that she is today.”

Advance Program teacher Lanny Glea-
son added, “She is just such a pleasant 
young lady and will be an asset for any 
employer.”

Callaway’s future plans including at-
tending college to study movie anima-
tion. Her goal is to attend the Rochester 
Institute of Technology in New York, 
which has nine academic colleges in-
cluding the National Technical Institute 
for the Deaf.

Graduate profi le

continued from page 6

committed to working out together even 
before tryouts last year, set goals to win 
the league title and land in the top four 
at state, and then fought to achieve those 
goals.

The Emerald Ridge High girls golf team 
and girls cross country teams also excelled 
this year, ending the season tied for fi rst 
place with other teams in their respective 
sports.

In addition to athletic achievement, the 
girls cross country team earned state rec-
ognition for its success in the classroom. 
The Washington Interscholastic Activities 
Association (WIAA) awarded the Jaguars 
an Outstanding Academic Team Award for 
maintaining a combined 3.94 team grade 
point average (GPA).

WIAA presents a Distinguished Academic 
Team Award to teams that have combined 
GPAs of 3.0 or higher. An Outstanding 
Academic Team Award is presented to 
teams with combined GPAs of 3.5 or 
higher.

Rogers High School also had four teams 
win WIAA Outstanding Academic Team 
Awards (girls volleyball, golf, cross coun-
try, and swimming) and fi ve teams win 
Distinguished Academic Team Awards 
(girls soccer and boys golf, cross country, 
water polo, and tennis).

Victory also belonged to several Puyal-
lup High School teams that won league or 
state recognition.

Girls golf tied for fi rst place in the league, 
and the undefeated boys golf team and 
tennis team each won a league champion-
ship title.

Puyallup and Emerald Ridge high school 
swimmers also medaled as one of the 
top fi nishers at the 2013 Swim and Dive 
Championship November 15 and 16 at the 
King County Aquatics Center.

Tenth grader Mackenzie Mergel represent-

ed the Puyallup High Vikings with a third-
place fi nish in the 500-meter freestyle. 
Mergel also set a new school record with a 
time of 1:57.97 and an eighth-place fi nish 
in the 200-meter freestyle.

Emerald Ridge High junior Alana Pries took 
third place in state in the 100-meter freestyle 
and fi fth place in the 50-meter freestyle. 

SPSL South Division Coach of the Year 
honors this fall went to Emerald Ridge 
High volleyball co-coaches Bobby 
McGivern and Jill Fox-Mullen, Puyallup 
High boys tennis coach Brooks Hazen, 
and Emerald Ridge High girls cross coun-
try coach Gary Osborne.

A complete fall sports season wrap-up, 
including team and individual accomplish-
ments at the local, regional, and state lev-
els, is on the district website. Additional 
team photos are also featured. 

A wrap-up of the winter sports season 
will be featured in the April issue of 
Connections.

Fall sports wrap-up
continued from page 7

Puyallup High sophomore 
Jackson Hope contributed to the 
team winning the league title.

photo courtesy of Adam Miller

Baseline concussion 

screenings set on 

January 11, 18, and 25

The school district, in partnership with 
Apple Physical Therapy, is continuing 
to offer free baseline concussion screen-
ings this year for junior high and high 
school athletes involved in high-impact 
sports.

The next round of free screenings will 
be held this month for students who will 
participate in high school boys soccer or 
junior high girls soccer and boys basket-
ball in spring 2014.

Free screenings will be done by appoint-
ment only between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. on 
three consecutive Saturdays — January 
11, 18, and 25. The testing will be done 
at the Apple Physical Therapy clinic on 
South Hill, and appointments can be 
made by calling (253) 604-0679. 

A $10 concussion screening fee is 
charged by Apple Physical Therapy for 
tests not performed on the three sched-
uled Saturdays this month.

Athletes do not need to get a baseline 
concussion screening to participate in 
high-impact sports if they had one done 
in the past two years by a licensed health 
care provider trained in concussion man-
agement and have records of the results.

The next set of concussion screenings 
will be the third time this year that Puy-
allup School District student athletes 
have been invited to participate in the 
testing.

Screenings also were held in October and 
November at Apple Physical Therapy, 
and in August at Sparks Stadium.

This fall was the fi rst time that the 
district required all junior high and high 
school athletes participating in high-im-
pact sports (football, soccer, basketball, 
and wrestling) to undergo a concussion 
baseline screening before they could 
participate in those sports.

Cassie 
Callaway

Wildwood Elementary fi fth graders Ethan Johnston and Jasmine 
Beste do the tango at the school’s Dancing Classrooms 
performance. 

the regular school day and led by trained 
Dancing Classrooms Teaching Artists. The 
curriculum-based instruction is held for 45 
minutes twice a week for 10 weeks.

While dance appears to be the program’s 
focus, it is actually secondary to the 
primary goal of teaching students social 
and life skills, said Wildwood Elementary 
Principal Almai Malit-Idler.

Dance is a tool, she said, for getting 
children to break down social barriers, 
build self-confi dence, work as a team, 
and, above all, learn to treat everyone with 
respect. 

The program is presented at an age when 
it can be awkward for some children to 
talk to the opposite sex, much less hold 
hands and twirl around the room with dif-
ferent partners.

The change in their comfort level was 
noticeable from week to week, Malit-Idler 
said.

The fi fth graders learned six ballroom 
dances — merengue, waltz, tango, foxtrot, 
rumba, and swing — and upbeat group 
dances including the heel-toe polka, 
stomp, and Cha Cha Slide. 

“I saw it as a community-building activity 
at our school,” Malit-Idler said. “It may be 
the only opportunity that some of these kids 
have to experience something like this.”

By the end of the 10 weeks, boys ap-
peared more comfortable escorting girls 
arm-in-arm from their classrooms to the 
gym. Most students had also stopped cov-
ering their hands with sweatshirt sleeves 
during partner dances.

“They go from being boys and girls to 
being ladies and gentlemen,” said Heather 
Longhurst, site director of Dancing Class-
rooms and executive director of Pacifi c 
Ballroom Dance.

At the culminating performance, many of 
the girls traded tennis shoes and jeans for 
heels and elegant sparkly dresses, while 
boys sported dress shirts and ties.

In addition to dancing, several students 
read letters aloud that they had writ-
ten to Teaching Artists Beth Dolan and 
Christine France explaining how they 
felt at the start and again at the end of the 
program.

At the start of the 10 weeks, fi fth grader 
Liz Cordes wrote that she was “excited, 
but really nervous.”

“I was excited because I thought it would 
be fun to learn some of the dances I watch 
on ‘Dancing With The Stars,’” she wrote. 
“I was nervous because I thought I might 
forget some steps and might be laughed at. 
Now that Dancing Classrooms has started, 
I’m not at all nervous.”

Classmate Dakota Williams wrote in his 
fi nal letter that he feels more comfortable 
dancing in front of a crowd — something 
he was nervous about at the start.

Fifth-grade teachers Mark Aguilar and 
Janet Wolcott, who danced with students 
throughout the 10 weeks of practice, 
praised the Dancing Classrooms curricu-
lum and its effect on students.

“Dancing classrooms provided a great 
opportunity for students to learn and work 
together as teammates, and more impor-
tantly, they had fun doing it,” Aguilar said.

Wolcott added, “They have learned to be 
respectful and polite with each other, and 
the instruction is very developmentally 
appropriate. All of the steps make sense.”

Wildwood Elementary is the fi rst school 
in Puyallup to offer the artist-in-residence 
program. The program was funded 
through a combination of a Dancing 
Classrooms grant and local school fund-
raisers.

Johnston’s mother, Gillian, said her son 
thoroughly enjoyed the program. Pas-
sionate herself about dance, she said she 
is happy the school offered elementary 
students such a unique opportunity.

 “They are doing something they wouldn’t 
normally do as a 10-year-old,” she said.

Dancing classrooms
continued from page 5


